Delaware Antique Police Car Association
keeps retired patrol cars rolling
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hot. The folks who grew up during those decadoes are

now middle aged, and some hope (o recapture ald
memories, while others seek to own that special car they
conldn’t afford when they were vounger.

Those of us who came of age during that time swap sto-
ries of ourselves as testosterone-fueled teenagers in high-
performance machines, pairing up at traffic lights, eager
to prove that our car was top dog. And often, it was the
unexpected arvival of the Man in Blue, seemingly appear-
ing from nowhere, who put an end to these late-night she-
nanigans. The threat of gt'ttll_lg “busted” was enough to

Thmn days, the muscle cars of the "60s and 705 are

keep us in Hpe much of the lime, but even when we gave

in to an itchy right foot, who didn’t consider, even briefly,

Milishoro, Detaware’s, Allen McKechnie owns this 1956
Ford Customling in G2nid Military Polce Company, U.5.
Ay, Europe, Tvery.

the possibility of losing his driving privilege before drop

ping the hammer? Although our fondest memories may

he of the oceasions when we succumbed to tempiation
it's fair to say that we owe a debt of gratitude to the mem

- bers of law enforcement. Had they not been tough o

us when we truly needed it, many of us would net havg
survived the glory years of unbridled horsepower O

conrse, we remember the Mustangs, GTOs, and Chargers

but the police cars of the day were as much a part of the

: muscle CAL SCeng mﬂm muscle cars themselves.

‘While police \'EP’h&:Lh!E once comprised just a small 1
jn the collector car hobby, over the Jast decade

‘gained widespread pﬁpﬁlartty. 'Mnny ‘police offi
uliam car mthﬁ.&iam;

&ndﬂl‘rﬂnﬂmﬁ#&l




wotld restore police ears, a number of
civiliansrestoreold police vehicles as well.
Laws concerning the use of these vehicles
vary from state to state, but in some parts
of the counfry it is legal for civilians to
own and operate marked antique police
cars, with certain provisions,

Thanks to the responsible nature of its
members and its close ties with the Dela-
ware State Police, the Delawars Antique
Police Car Association enjoyvs acceptance
amongall pelice departments throughout
the state. [ts members are free to travel in
their cars without undue hassle, and offi-
cers on duty frequently acknowledge the
cars by glving a wave or thumbs-up.

The primary focus of DAPCA is to
honor the men and women of the law
enforcement eommunity  Members
and thelr vehicles are on standby for
police funerals and memorial services,
attending these functions upon request,
They also participate in fundraisers for
causes such as the Delaware State Police
Musenm. the Delaware Law Enforcement
Memorial, and the Ronald G. Williams
Foundation (thergwibundation.org). In
addition, the Asso¢iation participates in
numerous parades around the siate-as
well as annual events, including the open
house at the Calvert County Sheriifs
Department in Prince Frederick, Maryv-
land, the Chester County Fraternal Ovder
of Police picnic in Downingtown, Penn:
s¥lvania, and the police vehicle show at
the New York City Police Museum.

Membership is granted via a nomina-
tion and backeround check, [ollowed
by voting of all members, The roster is
nearly evenly split between active or
retired police officers and civilians: Eli-
gible vehicles are those that are authen-
tic police vehicles or accurate replicas at
least 25 years old.

Due to the nature of their use, police
vehicles suffered high attrition rates.
Those that survived their tenure on the
street were typically disposed of at aue-
tion and served their subsequent owners
as cheap transportation or were stripped
of their drivelines and discarded, Despite
the large number of police-spec vehicles
built, finding a genuine example of cer
tain models can be quite difficult. Often,
building a replica is the only option,

When selecting a police wehicle to
rastore, most people decide on the depart-
ment they wish to represent and then
contact the chief of that department,
Upan gaining permission from the chief
to replicate one of the department’s cars
and learning which models were used
by that departiment, they begin the hunt
for a suitable vehicle, Some folks take a
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Damer Bem, uI Selhwln. Delaware~who works for Iin: state's Dﬂm of Fleet P.dmmlshailm —is the
uwnarunrﬂs lﬂ?SDﬂdg&Pﬂlmarnplica nfunausedb',ltl-m Delamﬁmaﬁm Marshal.

ﬂmmﬂa Fhrmnuh Fury attended; H’sreslwadhﬂw‘lh!kﬁtrmhm and is owned by Charles
Hastings. of Selbyville, Delaware.
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HMN SPECIAL FEATURE

~of Malvern, Pennsylvania,
owms this unrestored 1966
Dodga Polara in Monroe
County, Pennsylvania, fivery,
‘which also appeared in

-last month's Harshey show
coverage.
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different approach. They start with the
vehicle they want to restore and then
search for a department that used that
model. In all cases, owners outfit their
cars with the same lights, sirens, radios,
and markings uszed by their respective
departments. Often the departments
help with research, and sometimes they
donate door shields or cbsolete emer-
cency equipment, but never cash. The
cars are privately owned, and thelr res-
torations and upkeep are funded entirely
by their owners, nol taxpayers.

Police car owners are no different from
most collectorcar owners it that they
too, have special bonds with their auto.
maobiles. In fact, nearly all DAPCA mem-
bers own or have owned collector cars
other than police vehicles. While they
enjoy socializing with other car own-
ers, the police cars have a much broader
appeal among the general population.
Even if vou aren't a car enthusiast, you
remember the frst time vou got pulled
over, and who doesn’t have a childhood
memory of sitting nervously in the fam-
ily sedan while Dad tried to talk his way
out of a ticket? During parades, DAPCA
members are greated by older folles who
smile and wave from the sidewalk while
beirig reminded of old times. Young
adults and teenagers shout with appre-
ciation, snd even kids gape at the ling of
old police cars idling by with theiremer-
gency lights flashing.

DAPCA members agree, it is the ability
to bring smiles to the faces of strangers
and the feeling of giving something back
to the men and women of law enforce-
ment that males the police car hobby
papecially rewarding.

Visit DAPCA at their website, wwat
antiguepalicecars.com or on Facebook
under Antigue Police Cars, =




